!EEDS OF VISUALI.‘! IMPAIRED

Encourage production of
Braille reading material

'IORE efforts are needed to caterto
heneeds of visually impaired people,

ispecially in seeking mfonnauon and i

mowledge.

Tradjtlonally, the Brallle Wntmg_-
iystem is seen as the solution. But it

nay notbesufficient.
For one thing, publishing Braille-

issisted reading materialsischalleng- .

ngdueto copyrightand the highcost.

. In addition, a Bernama report in.

'0215a1dthatBraﬂ}e literacy in Malay-
iais very low. Only 30 per cent of the

lind people registered with the Wel-

are Department are Braille literate.
Azmi Abdullah, a Malay31an
\ssociation for the Blind coach in
. community-based rehabilitation
'rogramme says the Braille inscrip-

ion itself is not easy to master.

Those who are blind from birth
rata young age are normally sent to
pecialclassesthatteach Braille. They
lave the advantage of being exposed
othewrmngsystem However, those

vho are blind at a later stage of their -

ife may not have that opportunity.”
Azmi says older adults may also

ave health problems that affect their

bility to read the Braille inscription.
He believes audio materials are
nore smtable for adults with visual
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raille lcteracy in Malaysm is very low .

1mpa1rment There are also smart-
phone apps to help blind or vxsually ?
impaired people.

Does this mean the Braﬂle wntmg
system is no longer relevant? - :

- The answer is no. Audio materials
andsmartphone appsmaynotbe that

_ helpful tothe blind who have heanng

problems.
Furthermore, audm materials are
notable toshowthe grammaticaland

* syntactical aspects of aword or sen-

teTee RN

Azmi says Braille is still needed'
mainly because it is the cheaper
Joption for early education. It remains

- an effective way to teach the rules of

grammar, which is indispensable for

both reading comprehensmn and

writing. +
Reports showthatdespltethechal

- lenges that they face, quite a number
of blind or visually impaired people

have attained socio-economic, politi-

‘cal and academic success. So, efforts

to produce Braille reading matenals
should be encouraged.
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